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and a sailor, Small. Later on four more of the crew were
arrested.

Mackenzie, seeing, or imagining, other signs of a mutiny, on
December l, after an informal discussion with some of his
officers, hanged Spencer, Cromwell, and Small. There was no
civil trial or court martial; no oaths were administered or wit-
nesses sworn and examined.

' When the above facts became known there was an outcry of
protest throughout the country, and Mackenzie was ordered before
a court martial, which, on March 28, 1843, acquitted him, find-
ing that the charges against him were not proved. The charges
were: Murder on the High Seas; Oppression; Illegal Punish-
ment ; Conduct Unbecoming an Officer; and Cruelty and Oppres-
sion.

The decision was unpopular and severely criticized by many,
and was elaborately reviewed and condemned by Cooper.

FROM NED MYERS

Sailors Snug Harbor, Staten Island

February 22. 1843
Dear Sir.

I duly received your esteemed favor of January 28th.
and I assure you it gave me much pleasure to hear from
you, and to think that you would condescend to write to
an old sailor laid up in ordinary.

In your letter you desired to know Cap. Johnson's
direction, and through negligence on my part, or you
would have had it sooner, his direction is "Cap. John
Johnson, Wiscasset, Maine." I was on a visit to Wis-
casset last fall, when we were conversing about our first
voyage, and of course your name was mentioned, he en-
quired particularly if I knew any thing about you, and
expressed a desire to hear from you, he is very old, andain Mackenzie, thinking it part of a plan
